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Polygraphs?
No.

Forthepresidentandthoeewhosup—
ported his directive, the issue was control-
ling leaks and spies. For Shuitz the issue
was personal trust. “The minute in this gov-
ernment I am told [ am not trusted is the
day [ leave,” he declared. He also
grave reservations about the lie detector’s
effectiveness in catching protessional spies
and leakers,

The CIA, which has required polygraph
examinations of employees for years, could-

n't see what all the fuss was about. For .

them, the
“deterrent.”

seemed an effective

government, complicating policy-making and

competence. '
Unauthorized disclosure of sensitive or se-
cret information may be a serious problem
when the subject is policy and the recipients
arejounm!imltisanespecwmeriomprob-
lemwhenthesubjectisdqbtm-rehtedam
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the recipient 1S a potenually hostile foreign
government. This form of unauthorized diacio-
sureiscalledspying.Whetherthespym
for money (as the Walker ring apparently did)
orf()rbveofanothercamtryorideology(as
the Rosenbergs did), spying can seniously
damage national security. The Walkers, for
example, have apparently compromised our
communkation  system and endangered
aspects of our defenses.

That the Soviet Union encourages such
betrayals of national security is heyond rea-
sonable doubt. They also rely on spying to
promote development. Documents captured
when the French government broke a major
Spy ring two years ago (and expelled 47
Soviet officials) confirmed that the Soviets
rely heavily on planned theft and stolen
technology and field large networks ef spies

Spying is big, serious, dirty business and
does us real harm. Recent disclosures sug-
gcst, moreover, that it may be increasing,

1 have not the slightest inctination to mini-
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Wmmmm;ammof
all democracies have
the greatest need for. mutual trust, “We
scarcely perceive the immense political trust

may
character or loyaity or eise assumes that jead-
ers should set an example in a system of insti-
tutionalised distrust,

Routine, government-wide use of poly-
graphs violates some very basic tenets of lib-
eral democracy. It requires that government
employees prove they are innocent of wrong-
doing. It requires they admit officials into pn-
vate, even nonconscious realms of feeling
over which only totalitarian governments
claim jurisdiction. It requires, i other words,
that government employees give ip basic
rights of Amencan citizens as a condition of
employment.

Are such requirements necessary? They
may be in the specialized world of covert intel-
ligence and counter-intelligence whose potiti-
cal culture requires’ institutionitized distrust,
ltdoesnott'onowﬂlatmeyarenecusaryor
desirable in other domains.

How then are we to protect ourseives
against the depredations of spies and leak-
ers? The answer, | believe, lies in education
and socialization that breed and emphasize
loyaity as a virtue; in careful background
checks of persons appointed to positions of
trust; in the scrutiny of a free press: in the
prompt and severe punishment of infringe-
ment.

Leakers, once identified, should be fired,
not tolerated. Real spies, who weaken us by
the betrayal of trust as’ weil as of secrets,
should be the object of our gravest condem-
nation. To defeat them it is not necessary to
undermine the freedom we seek to protect.

1900, Les Angeles Times Syndicate
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